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Thank You and Happy Holidays!
 
 
 
 
Over the past year, TBTI has organized, supported and
highlighted a number of activities and achievements significant
for the small-scale fisheries sector. As we move towards the
Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development and the
International Year for Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture, it is
essential that small-scale fisheries are respectfully considered in
the discussion about sustainable development of the oceans,
currently taking shape. Through our participation at the
upcoming Ocean Conference in Lisbon (June 2020) and the
World Fisheries Congress in Adelaide (October 2020), as well as
our events and publications, TBTI will continue to call for a
holistic vision for the ocean and a transdisciplinary process that
considers the injustices faced by small-scale fisheries in the past,
and the disadvantaged position that some of them are currently in,
to ensure a just transition to the future. 
 
 
Of course, none of this would have been possible without you, so
we would like to express our sincere gratitude to all our partners,
members, contributors, and supporting organizations for their
continuous support of TBTI, and for their efforts towards
improving the knowledge and status of small-scale fisheries and
fishing people around the globe. We are also taking this
opportunity to wish everyone a wonderful holiday season and an
exciting and successful New Year!
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Editors: Katia Frangoudes, Siri Gerard and Danika Kleiber 

 TBTI 2nd Special Issue on Gender in Small-Scale Fisheries 

This collection brings forward voices of

researchers and practitioners from around

the world, with one overarching common

approach of using a gender lens to

examine the relationship between humans

and aquatic resources. 

TBTI ACTIVITIES 

 
For more information about the issue,
CLICK HERE. 
 

The issue, edited by coordinators of the

TBTI 'Women & Gender' cluster, has been

developed in collaboration with COST

Action Working Group on 'Gendered Seas of

the Ocean Past and Platform'.

Situated Transformations of Women and Gender Relations in

Small-Scale-Fisheries and Communities in a Globalized World

Maritime Studies, Vol. 18, Issue 3

The 13 pieces explore the mechanism by

which women’s contribution to fisheries

are overlooked and provide direct

evidence to contest the persistent

invisibility of women in fishing, fisheries

labor, and fisheries decision-making. They

also examine different coastal contexts,

intersectional identities such as age, and

explore gender transformative approaches

to fisheries development. 

This is a second issue of the TBTI thematic

collection "(En)gendering Change in Small-

Scale Fisheries and Fishing Communities

in a Globalized world". 

 

For details, visit our website.   

http://toobigtoignore.net/2nd-special-issue-gender-fisheries/
http://toobigtoignore.net/special-issue-gender/
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Editor: Vesna Kerezi  

Great Fish for a Change

TBTI latest e-book, ‘Great Fish for a

Change,’ edited by TBTI Project 

Manager, Vesna Kerezi, and written by

TBTI members and collaborators, 

offers first hand recollections about small-

scale fisheries of Newfoundland and

Labrador. The volume is a rich and

colourful  compilation of essays, photos,

stories, and recipes, which tell a poignant

story about a fisheries way of life.

 

The book is based on the ‘Great Fish for a

Change’ events, which took place in small

outport communities across the province,

during the summer and fall of 2015. TBTI

organized these events to facilitate a

much-needed discussion about the value

of fish for food security and nutrition, as

well about their significance for the local

food systems.

TBTI ACTIVITIES 

While the primarily focus of the book is to

shine more light on the importance of

locally sourced fish for the food security,

the authors explore a much wider

spectrum of issues that are all in one way

or another, linked to small-scale fisheries.

The book offers a glimpse of what small-

scale fisheries in Newfoundland look like

today and the transformations they are

going through.

New TBTI e-book offers a glimpse

into Newfoundland's small-scale

fisheries of 21 century 

TBTI Global Book Series 

 

For details about the e-book, visit our

website.   

http://toobigtoignore.net/great-fish-for-a-change/
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'Too Big To Ignore, Too Important To

Fail'

TBTI ACTIVITIES 

To download the communication brief and
see the Blue Justice stories, CLICK HERE. 

It goes on to illustrate the invaluable

contributions of small-scale fisheries, such as

the provision of viable livelihoods,

community wellbeing to bolstering food

security, and compares these with the

contributions of their large-scale counterparts.

 The last part of the brief is dedicated to

our ‘Blue Justice for Small-Scale Fisheries’

initiative. 

As part of our efforts to draw attention to 

 social justice of small-scale fisheries, we

have published a communication brief on

Nov 21, World Fisheries Day. 

 

Since small-scale fisheries are widespread

in distribution and diverse in characters,

rather than boiling small-scale fisheries

down to a name, it is most useful to

highlight a range of values, reflected partly

by how they are referred to but also by

what they do and who they are. 

 

For this reason, the brief opens with a

depiction of the values of small-scale

fisheries, emphasizing the notion that by

highlighting their diversety, we can help

guide the ocean development agenda in

becoming equitable, inclusive, and most

importantly, sustainable.

http://toobigtoignore.net/if-not-just-then-what-if-not-now-then-when/
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Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 

Nov 8-10, 2019

TBTI TD training workshop held at

the GCFI 

TBTI recently held a training workshop in

Punta Cana, which coincided with the 72nd

annual conference of the Gulf and

Caribbean Fisheries Institute (GCFI), that

took place on 4–8 November 2019.

 

The workshop was part of TBTI 'Training-

of-the-Trainers’ transdisciplinary (ToT

TD) program, an advanced-level training

developed  for those who have expertise

and experience in interdisciplinary, TD or

 participatory action research and practice. 

The purpose of the ToT is to draw from a

TD community of practice to develop an

online TD learning  platform that can be

freely accessible by people interested in

TD.

 

The three day-workshop brought together

about 20 scholars and practitioners on

small-scale fisheries from North America,

Central and South America, Europe, and

the Caribbean.

TBTI ACTIVITIES 

The training workshop included

 a number of lectures and group activities,

tailored in such a way to expose participants

to a range of issues, challenges and concerns

related to fisheries and ocean sustainability,

especially those  affecting small-scale

fisheries. 

 

For more information, CLICK HERE.

http://toobigtoignore.net/tbti-td-workshop-held-in-punta-cana-nov-2019/
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Have you ever eaten deep fried capelin bones? And how about chips

made from cod skin?

TBTI ACTIVITIES 

This November, TBTI, the Ocean Frontier

Institute and the On The Move Partnership

joined forces in celebrating World Fisheries

Day and hosted a public event ‘Towards Zero

Waste in Our Fisheries’. The focal point was

waste reduction – of fish through full

utilization and of human/social capacity and

creativity by reducing gender inequality. 

 

The event featured information booth by a

number of local initiatives and organizations

whose work is linked to ocean and fisheries.

We also organized a panel about zero waste in

Newfoundland and Labrador’s fisheries from

the standpoint of women involved in various 

aspects of fisheries.

 

Undoubtedly, the most fun part of the event

was the cook-off that saw four contestants,

including two professional and two amateur

chefs, compete for the prestigious title of the

best ‘100% Fish Recipe’ dish.

 

The chefs were encouraged to prepare dishes

from fish parts that would normally be

discarded. Rising up to the challenge, they

prepared chips made of cod skin, spicy capelin

pate, deep fried capelin bones, fish stew, and

cod head ramen bowl. In the end, the winning

vote went to our colleague Yinji Li and her

Japanese inspired deep fried capelin bones. 

 

Visit our website and find out more about the

event and listen to the radio interview

featuring Yinji's 'behind the dish' story. 

http://toobigtoignore.net/celebrating-2019-world-fisheries-day/


Training workshop: Transdisciplinarity

in Fisheries & Ocean Sustainability

Apply now! 

Apply now! 

 

TBTI is organizing another workshop as

part of its 'Transdisciplinarity in Fisheries

& Ocean Sustainability' (TD) training

program. This time, we'll be meeting in

Shizuoka, Japan. 

 

The 4-day workshop consists of a series of

lectures, accompanied by exercises and

practical to facilitate learning. It will also

include a full day field trip to the Fisheries

Cooperative Association (FCA) of Yui,

Shizuoka, known for its Sakura (cherry

blossom) shrimp fishery.

May 20-23, 2020; Shizuoka, Japan

Application deadline: February 15, 2020 
 
For more information, CLICK HERE. 
 

The TD training workshop in Shizuoka is

co-hosted by Tokai University and is

organized in conjunction with the Marine

Socio-Ecological Systems symposium

(MSEAS 2020), which will take place from

May 25-29 in Yokohama, Japan, in

order to facilitate participation of scientists,

practitioners, students and others who are

already planning to attend the MSEAS

2020.

 

The training workshop is, however, opened

to anyone interested in learning about

transdisciplinarity and keen to promote TD

practices to support sustainable small-scale

fisheries, and for fisheries and ocean

sustainability broadly.Background and

knowledge about fisheries, ocean and

environmental issues are required.

 

There is no lecture fee and the

teaching/learning materials will be

provided tothe participants free of charge.

Participants are responsible for their own

expenses (e.g. transportation,

accommodation, and meals). A small fee

(about USD30) will be charged for the field

trip (to cover accommodation and meal). 
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UPCOMING EVENT 

http://toobigtoignore.net/opportunity/td-training-workshop-may-20-23-shizuoka-japan-call-for-applications/
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Blue Justice for Small-Scale Fisheries - 

LAST CHANCE TO SHARE YOUR STORY 

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

For details, CLICK HERE.  

TBTI is calling for stories and examples of

policies, programs, projects, initiatives,

regulatory frameworks, as well as other

situations that create different types of

injustice and inequity on small-scale

fisheries.

 

The stories will be compiled in an e-book

volume, published under the TBTI Global

Book Series, to be released at the UN Ocean

Conference in June 2020. Contributions

that are complete, following the template

provided, will be included as a stand-alone

chapter in the book, and citable as a non-

peer reviewed publication.

How to contribute? 

 

Complete the ‘Blue justice for small-scale

fisheries’ PDF template on our website and

send it to tbti.global@gmail.com.

 

Submission deadline: December 31, 2019

 

A few of the early Blue Justice case

contributions have been highlighted on our

website - see here for details. 

 

http://toobigtoignore.net/call_blue-justice-for-small-scale-fisheries/
http://toobigtoignore.net/call_blue-justice-for-small-scale-fisheries/
http://toobigtoignore.net/if-not-just-then-what-if-not-now-then-when/
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Vigo, Spain, June 29 - July 3, 2020 

SSF special session at IIFET

20th biennial conference

Market interaction of local SSF

catches with those from large scale

fleets, 

Impact of world markets on local fishing

strategies, 

“New” and existent strategies for

adding-value to SSF catches, its

shortcomings and new opportunities,

New/innovative market opportunities

and alternative marketing options,

The role of middlemen in marketing,

The role of fisher organization in

marketing of seafood products,

TBTI is supporting a special session on

'Markets and market opportunities for

small-scale fishery products' at the

upcoming International Institute of

Fisheries Economics & Trade 

20th biennial conference (IIFET 2020). 

 

The organizers are interested in the supply

chain from catch to markets in general,

and call for abstracts focused on these

topics:

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

→ For details about the session and how to

submit your abstract, visit TBTI website.

Session organizer: 

Cristina Pita, Centre for Environmental

and Marine Studies (CESAM), University

of Aveiro, Portugal. She is also coordinator

of the TBTI Market Cluster.

How to submit

 

Abstracts can be submitted online via the

Abstract Submission Portal, available on the

Conference Website.

 

Submissions Deadline: February 1, 2020

Submit your abstract!

The role of women on markets

Consumption and consumer

preferences/acceptability of market

diversification/differentiation strategies

http://toobigtoignore.net/call-for-contribution-special-session-on-ssf-markets-at-the-iifet-2020/
https://www.iifet2020.org/
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Adelaide, Australia, October 11-15, 2020 

Special session at the WFC2020 

TBTI is organizing a special session on

'Building capacity for securing

sustainable small-scale fisheries' at the

upcoming 'World Fisheries Congress'. 

 

The session organizers are inviting papers

that illustrate good practices and lessons in

capacity development initiatives that aim

at building stronger small-scale fisheries to

deal with current and emerging pressure, 

including those related to climate change,

globalization, and development agendas

like Blue Growth and Blue Economy. 

 

Session organizers: 

TBTI members organizing the session are

George Freduah (University of the Sunshine

Coast) (gfreduah@usc.edu.au) and Andrew

Song (James Cook University and

University of Technology Sydney). 

 

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

This session relates to the conference

Theme 3 - Fisheries and Society

(Contributions to Sustainable

Development) // Topic/Session: No. 73

Submit your abstract!

How to submit

 

Abstracts can be submitted online via the

Abstract Submission Portal, available on

the Congress Website.

 

Abstract Submissions Deadline: 

 January 31 2020

→ For details about the session and how to

submit your abstract, visit TBTI website.

https://wfc2020.com.au/
http://toobigtoignore.net/opportunity/call-for-contribution-tbti-at-the-world-fisheries-congress-2020/


OTHER NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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OTHER NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Articulating a new vision for fisheries’

sustainability in the 21st century at the

FAO International Symposium on

Fisheries Sustainability 

To check the program agenda, videos, presentations and key messages

from the symposium and the session on 'Securing Sustainable Fisheries

Livelihoods', visit our website.  

The symposium aimed to identify ways

to strengthen the science and policy

interplay in fisheries production,

management and trade, based on solid

sustainability principles for improved

global outcomes on the ground. The

discussions offered pathways towards the

development of a new vision of how 

we perceive and use capture fisheries,

outlining how the sector can 

respond to the complex and rapidly

changing challenges facing society, 

and support the planning process of the

UN Decade of Ocean Science for 

Sustainable Development (2021-2030).

Nov 18-21, Rome, Italy 

The session on 'Securing Sustainable

Fisheries Livelihoods' was of particular

interest to those of us committed to the

small-scale fisheries sector. The panelists

in this session, which was chaired by

TBTI Director, Ratana Chuenpagdee,

explored various requirements necessary

for securing sustainable fisheries

livelihoods, including social, cultural and

equity dimensions. Among others, they

called for governance, not management,

emphasizing that the issues related to

equitable and sustainable fisheries

livelihoods are not of technical nature

and that there are no easy solutions.

http://toobigtoignore.net/fao-international-symposium-on-fisheries-sustainability-held-in-rome-nov-2019/
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Putting the spotlight on small-scale fisheries on the World Fisheries Day

OTHER NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

"World Fisheries Day commemorates and celebrates the contributions of small-

scale fishers to global life, [and on this day] we want to really focus on small-

scale fishers empowering themselves, to advocate for user rights, and also to

advocate for equity  and equal opportunities in the marine space, particularly

with the emerging threats to marine economies and inland fisheries economies,

as well and the significant negative impacts that we… are exposed to and will

continue to be exposed to... So we want to encourage small-scale fishers on this

day to celebrate your contribution to society, to the health of your people and

your communities but also to strengthen your organizations so that you may

advocate for continuing benefits, both to yourself and to your communities."

 

Visit TBTI website to see the full video with Mitchell and read about some of the

events that took place around the globe to mark the 2019 World Fisheries Day. 

 

From one fisher to the other: a message from Mitchell Lay

Mitchell Lay is a small-scale fisher from Antigua and Barbuda with more than

20 years experience in SSF. He is part of the Caribbean Network of Fisher-Folk

Organisation (CNFO) & and Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute (GCFI). 

http://toobigtoignore.net/today-is-world-fisheries-day/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vC9G_gauX2c&feature=emb_logo
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TBTI Member of the

Week

Joshua Stoll is an Assistant Professor of Marine Policy in
the School of  Marine Sciences at the University of
Maine. His research focuses on questions about coastal
community resilience, seafood distribution, ocean
governance, and fisheries policy and seeks to contribute
to the sustainability of our oceans and the communities
that depend upon them. 
 
His research group works on a range of interdisciplinary
research projects related to ecosystem-based fisheries
management, seafood distribution and trade, community
resilience, risk, and adaptation, and aquaculture.
 
For more information about his work, click here.
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Governance starts with certain images about

how the system that it aims to govern works.

The extent to which stakeholders share these

images determines the governability of the

system. Investigating what these images are,

what they constitute, and how they are

expressed in governance interactions are

important research questions. The authors

approach these questions through

conceptualizing images, how they influence

institutional design and perceived governance 

outcomes, using marine protected areas

(MPAs) as illustrations

 

The paper is available for free until

February 28. CLICK HERE for details.  

New paper: Governing from images - Marine protected areas as case illustrations

Authors: Ratana Chuenpagdee *, Raquel de la Cruz-Modino**, María José Barragán-

Paladines***, Jenny Anne Glikman, Julia Fraga**, Svein Jentoft***, José J.Pascual-

Fernández*** 

 
* TBTI Director ** TBTI member; *** TBTI cluster coordinator

 Journal for Nature Conservation. Vol. 53, 125756 

http://toobigtoignore.net/members/joshua-stoll/
http://toobigtoignore.net/governing-from-images-marine-protected-areas-as-case-illustrations/


A B O U T  

Too Big To Ignore is a global research network and knowledge mobilization

partnership that focuses on addressing issues and concerns affecting viability

and sustainability of small-scale fisheries. 

 

If you have any comments or feedback you would like to share with us, send

us an email to toobigtoignore@mun.ca. We also encourage you to visit our

website to find out more about the project and how to engage.

 

Written by: Vesna Kerezi, TBTI Project Manager 
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